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The Year 2022
Department of Socio-Cultural Environmental Studies,
Division of Environmental Studies
Graduate School of Frontier Sciences, The University of Tokyo
Examination Problems for Fundamental Specialized Subjects Question 2

Time for examination: 30 minutes (10:00 - 10:30)

Notes for Examinees:

. Answers should be written in Japanese or English.

. You should answer by MS-Word. If you will use other word processors, you must

convert it to PDF format after answering.

. Write only your Examinee’s Number on the first line of the answer document. Do not

write your name.

. Use the Examinee’s Number as the file name of the answer document. Enter in half-

width characters.

. Follow the instructions of the proctor and download the PDF file of the exam question

from the website provided in the Zoom chat.

. The PDF file has a password. The password will be displayed in the Zoom chat along
with the signal to start the answer. Open the PDF file with this password and start the

ansSwer.

. If the exam question has a sub-question, write the number of the sub-question at the
beginning of your answer.

. Save the answer file along with the signal to stop the answer. After that, it is forbidden
to make changes to the answers.

. After the end of answer, follow the instructions of the proctor and upload the created
file to the website shown in the Zoom chat.

. Wait until the proctor has confirmed the submitted file.
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Fundamental Specialized Subjects Question 2

The following text is part of a novel about the lives of patients and their families suffering
from the famous pollution disease Minamata disease. Read the text and answer the
questions from (1) to (3).

(1) Briefly explain Minamata disease in three lines or less.

(2) What can you read from the interactions between the patients and the doctors? Choose

all of the following that apply, and write the symbols on your answer sheet.

a) Patients and their families have strong feelings of disgust toward doctors.

b) Patients and their families are accustomed to doctors' investigations and
examinations, so they are cooperative without feeling any emotion.

c) The relationship between the patients and their families and the doctors is cold.

d) The doctors are absorbed in their own investigations and examinations without
paying attention to the patients and their families.

e) The doctors are willing to spend time with patients who have difficulty
communicating with them, and the patients feel a certain familiarity with the doctors

who keep coming back.

(3) This kind of novel is called documentary literature. Explain the significance of this

work which depicts Minamata disease, considering what you have answered in (2).



The original text cannot be placed on the website for reasons of copyright law.
Please refer to the following source, or view the original print at the reception

room of the department.

(Source: Adapted in part from Paradise in the Sea of Sorrow: Our Minamata Disease by
Ishimure Michiko, translated by Livia Monnet, Center for Japanese Studies, The
University of Michigan, 2003, pp.41-44)



